
Woman In Business monthly meetings are being held at –
Old Sturbridge Village (Oliver Wight Tavern Entrance)
1 Old Sturbridge Village Road, Sturbridge, MA 01566

Time: 12:00 noon (Registration at 11:45 am)
Cost: $20 for members; $25 non-member

Interested in sponsoring a luncheon? 
Contact a board member or e-mail us at: info@wibsturbridge.org

Cost: $50. Sponsor will be acknowledged at the luncheon 
they are sponsoring in the WIB newsletter  

and in e-mail reminder notifications.

Woman in Business, Inc.
In the News MARCH / APRIL 2016

UPCOMING MEETINGS

March 9th – Woman In Business, Inc. Luncheon – “Modern Day Resume Writing & Interviewing”
….presented by Jill Motyka, Senior Director of Admissions at Bay Path University
Jill works with adult women looking to earn a degree. As part of that process she coaches them on basic career 
counseling. In addition to her full time position, Jill volunteers for several organizations such as Dress for Success 
and Girl Scouts. At Dress for Success she works with their Going Places Network where she presents on inter-
viewing and job search tips.

April 13th – Woman In Business, Inc. Luncheon – “Building Self-Esteem & Confidence” 
…. presented by Kathy Kirk, Director of Sales at Holiday Inn Express, Auburn, MA.
Kathy grew up in a home where her mother was a professional model and has seen the importance of self-esteem 
and how it is one of the foundations between success and failure in every area of our lives.  This helped her to 
win the title of Mrs. Massachusetts.
Kathy has been in her current position for ten years. She sits on a number of boards, committees and advisory 
groups and serves in several leadership positions in various chamber and networking groups.  She is gradually 
working towards becoming a full time motivational speaker and takes every opportunity to speak to groups about 
improving and enhancing their lives.



PROGRAMS FOR 2016

Programs 2016
March 9    Jill Motyka, Director of Admissions - Bay Path University –  
    Modern Day Resume Writing and Interviewing

April 13    Kathy Kirk, Director of Sales Holiday Inn Express – Building Self-Esteem & Confidence

May 11    Business Expo – Evening Event at Old Sturbridge Village

June 8     Annual Meeting & Scholarship Awards

If anyone has anything to offer on any of these topics, please contact a board member or officer. 
 All members’ e-mails are in the directory. Directories have been distributed to members. 

Please let us know if you haven’t received one.

Board of Directors Meetings
Board of Directors meetings are open to all members. It is a good way to find out how to become more involved in  
the activities and decisions of Woman In Business, Inc. We meet on the 1st Wednesday of the month, except for July,  
at 7:30 am in Brenda Bianculli’s office in Charlton. Meetings are usually over by 8:45 am. If you would like to attend, 
please e-mail Carol Porra and she will put you on our agenda email list.

Do You Have a WIB Success Story to Share?
Have you or someone you know benefited from services provided by Woman in Business, Inc?
As part of our efforts to grow our membership, we are looking to find out about women who have been helped by Woman 
in Business, Inc. We want to hear about your success stories. These success stories are not limited to just our scholarship 
recipients. The WIB board is interested to hear stories or names of individuals who have experienced a positive outcome 
by being part of WIB, in general, or as a result of a WIB scholarship. Please send any of these names or stories to Becky 
Bruso via BeckyBruso@gmail.com or call me at 508-320-7832. The board is looking to publish any success stories our 
membership has had as a result of scholarships, networking, or other interactions with WIB.

Bay Path University 21st Annual Women’s Leadership Conference
We have started selling raffle tickets for a chance to win one admittance to the Bay Path University 21st Annual  
Women’s Leadership Conference scheduled for Friday, April 29, 2016 at the MassMutual Center, Springfield, MA.
The Bay Path University Women’s Leadership Conference is the region’s premiere women’s leadership event for  
professional and personal networking and enrichment 
This is a $350 value! The cost of each raffle ticket is $10. We will draw the winning ticket in March of 2016 and you do 
not have to be present to win.

Woman In Business, Inc. Board of Directors Announces Upcoming Elections & Committee Openings:
Are you a member interested in playing a more active role in our volunteer organization?  If so, we encourage you to con-
sider a Board or Committee position.
At our June 8th Annual Meeting (and Scholarship Awards) Luncheon, we will be electing our Advisory Board for 
the next two years,  2016 - 2018.  Advisory Board members serve for two years with a maximum of two consecutive 
terms.
We have a vacancy at Vice President and would like to fill that officer position to serve until 2017.  If you are interested in 
becoming a more active member this is a great place to start.  Please contact Karen Spiewak about this opportunity. 

Committee Openings:
Publicity, membership, and programs need your help.  Scheduled meeting are determined by need and the members them-
selves.  For more information contact any board member.  Thank you!  Let’s keep Woman In Business moving forward!



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Message from our President, Karen Spiewak:
Dear Members,
You spoke; we’re listening!
Sincere thanks to everyone who took the time to share their thoughts regarding WIB programs, newsletter, directory, 
events and so much more.  Whether you completed the survey, sent us an email or chatted with us at a luncheon, or with 
me on the phone, your input is deeply appreciated and key to the future success of WIB. As a matter of fact, it is because 
of your feedback that we are changing up our annual May event. Members who could not routinely attend our luncheons, 
because of their workload wanted an opportunity to promote their business after hours.  Well, it was a lot of work (as is any 
new event) but we are thrilled to invite you to take part in this unique and exciting event we believe checks all the boxes!
Event:  A Business Expo spotlighting local businesses and featuring antique appraisals, silent auction, entertain-
ment, appetizers, cash bar and more!  A great opportunity to network, promote your services, and identify skilled 
employees.  We’ll be suggesting job seekers bring along resumes, so if applicable, consider bringing along a job board.  
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. of Sturbridge will be sponsoring a presentation by Rita Schiano entitled Resilience:  
The Key To Retirement well-Being, from 6 - 7 pm.
Date:  May 11, 2016
Time:  5 - 8 pm
Venue: Old Sturbridge Village (Oliver Wight Tavern) Ballroom                                  
Expected attendance:  200-300
General Admission:  Free-will donation
Antique Appraisals: Peter Yvanovich, SPA, $10 per item, 3 item limit,  
                        no firearms, coins, stamps or jewelry; appraisals are oral. 
Door Prize: $100 worth of scratch tickets; three 50/50 raffles drawn at 6, 7 & 8 pm
**Table fee (6’): *WIB Members: $75; *Non-Members: $100 *All vendors asked to donate one scratch ticket for 
door prize.  Tables may be shared but businesses must submit details on registration form.  Public sale of table space will 
start on March 1.  
$500 Gold Sponsorship Opportunity:  Sponsors will be recognized at the event, in the WIB newsletter and press  
releases, and on the WIB website and Facebook page.  Sponsors are welcome to send a representative to the event and to 
display promotional materials in the Golden Sponsorship area. 
If you would like to be a sponsor and/or rent a table at the event, please print the name exactly how you wish to be  
recognized, list a contact person, and enclose with a check for the appropriate amount made payable to Woman In  
Business Inc.  Mail to Woman In Business, Inc., Business Expo Committee, P.O. Box 483, Sturbridge, MA 01566,
or enter your information directly on our website www.wibsturbridge.org.
**If you wish your name to be included in the event publicity, your registration and payment for table space and/or 
sponsorship must be received by April 1, 2016.
Thank you for your efforts and your continued support.  Here is a reminder of who we are and what we accomplish, thanks 
in large part to you.
Woman In Business Inc., is a 501c(3) charitable organization (#04-2947253), governed by a volunteer board of directors 
that supports women by fostering networking, sharing information and experiences, and providing educational opportuni-
ties. While our membership consists primarily of women in the workforce in the south central MA area, women (and men) 
are welcome to join our organization, regardless of their employment status, or residence.
We hold monthly luncheon programs attracting speakers from near and far.  We offer workshops, seminars and other 
learning opportunities at different times throughout the year.  We provide annual scholarships to students graduating 
from Tantasqua Regional High School, Shepherd Hill Regional High School, Southbridge Middle/High School, Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical High School and to an adult woman entering into Bay Path University’s One-Day-A-Week 
Saturday program.  
Warm Regards,
Karen Spiewak,
President, WIB



PREVIOUS MEETINGS / EVENTS

On Wednesday, January 13th we held our Annual Networking Meeting
This meeting has been one of our most popular luncheons every year as the entire time is spent networking and eating.  
This was the perfect time to bring along a guest who has been thinking about joining WIB.  The event nurtured many new 
relationships and introduced many new friends.  As an added incentive each member that brought a guest received a raffle 
ticket for a door prize.

At our Wednesday, February 10th Luncheon Tami Germain presented “Stealing Without a Gun”
Her presentation covered what identity theft is and what thieves do to obtain information along with the red flags of  
identity theft.  She also discussed check fraud, lottery scams, mystery shop scams, IRS scams, and charity scams.  
Tami explained to the members how to protect your personal information and what you should do if your identity is stolen.  
She provided handouts from her presentation as well as other items provided by the WFFCU.  Tami gave away a shredder 
as a raffle prize and the lucky winner was Jasmin Rivas.

In addition to the great presentation that Tami gave us, we also invited a couple of special guests to this meeting for a 
special occasion.  Beth Butler from Dress for Success and Jasmin Rivas from You, Inc. attended and accepted hundreds of 
dollars worth of gift cards for their wonderful organizations.  These gift cards were generously donated by our membership 
at this year’s annual Christmas party.

Blaine Schnare standing Sue Grandone and Melissa Beachimin

Tami Germain and 
Jasmin Rivas

Karen Spiewak, Jasmin Rivas,  
Jill Motyka, Beth ButlerMaxine Carter-Lome



NEWS FOR / FROM MEMBERS

Harrington Auxiliary Traditional Irish Feast
The Harrington Auxiliary’s annual corned beef and cabbage dinner is set for Monday, March 14 at the Publick House,  
277 Main Street in Sturbridge.  This “all you can eat” buffet menu will include an Irish Feast of corned beef & cabbage, 
potatoes, carrots, turnips, tossed salad, Irish soda bread, dessert and non-alcoholic beverages, with a chance at a  
50/50 raffle.

There are two seating times:  4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. for $14 per adult and children $5 (ages 4-12 years).  Advance tickets 
are available at the Harrington Hospital Volunteer Office located on 100 South Street in Southbridge, or at the door that 
evening.  Advance reservations are recommended, but not required.  Casual dining and an open seating format.

Proceeds of this event will go towards equipment and programs that benefit the health and well-being of members of the 
communities served by the Harrington HealthCare System.  For more information or advance tickets, please contact  
Volunteer Services at 508-765-6472.

Christopher Heights of Webster is proud to present the following program:
New Year, Fresh Look – Estate Planning – Presented by Melissa Gleick, Esq. with Durbin & Veglia

The New Year is the perfect time to review your estate planning documents and see if they need updating. Don’t have any? 
Now is the perfect time to start putting your future wishes into place. Having an estate plan and all your decisions made 
will give you and your loved ones peace of mind. Join us for this free education seminar and learn about:

• Powers of Attorney 
• Health Care Proxies 
• Trusts 
• Avoiding probate court 

• How to protect what matters most to you 
• Multiple marriages / blended families 
• Disabled and minor children

DATE: Thursday, March 10th, 2016 
TIME: Tours and Light Refreshments 5:30-6:00 • Presentation: 6:00 - 7:00 
PLACE: Christopher Heights of Webster • 338 Thompson Road, Webster 
RSVP: Becky Carrington 508-949-0400 bcarrington@christopherheights.com 

“Our mission is to help residents maintain their independence by providing quality assisted living services in a dignified 
living environment”

Brenda M. Bianculli, CPA was recently appointed to the Internal Revenue Service Advisory Council (IRSAC)
The IRSAC provides an organized public forum for IRS officials and representatives of the public 
to discuss key tax administration issues.  The IRSAC includes approximately 20 members which  
represent the taxpaying public, tax professionals, small and large businesses, academia and the 
payroll community. The council meets 4-5 times per year in Washington D.C. and provides the IRS 
Commissioner and division leadership with important feedback, observations and suggestions.  

Brenda M. Bianculli is the owner of Brenda M. Bianculli, CPA, LLC, in Charlton, Mass. and has 
worked in the tax and accounting industry for more than 25 years. Her firm handles complex tax 
and business issues for a variety of clients and specializes in the real estate and service industries 
and also specializes in tax matters relating to individuals, trusts, and estates. She is currently on the 
Board of Advisors for Nichols College, a Corporator for Southbridge Savings Bank, and the Treasurer of Woman in  
Business, Inc. She is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the Massachusetts Society of 
Certified Public Accountants. Brenda holds a B.S. Degree in Business Administration from Nichols College, Dudley, Mass. 
and a Master of Science Degree in Taxation (M.S.T.) from Bentley College, Waltham, Mass.

www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/IRS-Selects-New-Advisory-Council-Members     
www.brendacpa.com



P.O. Box 483
Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone: 508-764-1657
E-mail: info@wibsturbridge.org
Web: www.wibsturbridge.org

“Woman in Business is an organization that supports women by fostering networking, sharing information
and experiences and providing education opportunities”

Officers
 
Karen Spiewak, President
508-450-2137
spiewakconsultants@charter.net
 
Brenda Bianculli, Treasurer
508-248-2727 
brenda@brendacpa.com
 
Sue Tarasiak, 
Recording Secretary
508-248-2727
sue@brendacpa.com
 
Jill Motyka,
Corresponding Secretary
800-495-7284
jmotyka@baypath.edu

 
Advisory Board

 
Holly Bonilla, Irene Garand,  
& Carol Porra

Like us on Facebook and Share and Comment Too!
We are building our presence on Facebook and adding  
information regularly. We post pictures from past meetings. 
Our goal is to build our social media presence. To do this, 
we need your help! When people comment and share on what is posted, Facebook
values these interactions and it helps us boost our popularity and reach.
Consider joining our Woman in Business group; we have great informative speakers,
time for networking and a wonderful buffet lunch.

Everyone likes to WIN!
Each month we have a 50/50 raffle as well as other prizes, from wine, candy, candles
and gift cards, to name a few. Each person who brings a raffle item to a lunch meeting
will receive one free raffle ticket.

Speaker Gift Bags: We need your help!
We need your help! If you have any promotional items from your business or workplace,
we can put a bag together or you can assemble your own gift items for our speakers.
Items do not have to be business related, chocolates (who doesn’t like chocolate?),  
gift cards, candles, etc. If each member of WIB was able to donate nine items, we would  
be in good shape for the coming year. Attaching your business card to the items will help
promote what you do. Please e-mail Carol Porra at Dryf@aol.com to arrange to pick up
your items or you may bring them to a meeting. Any offering will be greatly appreciated.


