
Woman In Business monthly meetings are being held at –
Old Sturbridge Village (Oliver Wight Tavern Entrance)
1 Old Sturbridge Village Road, Sturbridge, MA 01566

Time: 12:00 noon (Registration at 11:45 am)
Cost: $20 for members; $25 non-member

Interested in sponsoring a luncheon? 
Contact a board member or e-mail us at: info@wibsturbridge.org

Cost: $50. Sponsor will be acknowledged at the luncheon 
they are sponsoring in the WIB newsletter  

and in e-mail reminder notifications.

Woman in Business, Inc.
In the News MAY / JUNE 2016

UPCOMING MEETINGS

May 11th – The First Annual WIB Business Expo – Wednesday evening at Old Sturbridge Village – 5 to 8 pm
See the President’s message for more on this great event.

June 8th – Annual Meeting and Scholarship Awards 
Election of the Advisory Board for the 2016-2018 term.  This is a luncheon meeting at Old Sturbridge Village from  
11:45 am till 1:30 pm.   
The nominating committee will be presenting their slate of members and officer but nominations from the  
floor are always accepted.  You may also contact Carol Porra or Irene Garand if you are interested in  
volunteering for one of the advisory board positions.

Programs 2016
May 11th    Business Expo – Evening event at Old Sturbridge Village

June 8th    Annual Meeting & Scholarship Awards

July 13th    Summer Vacation – No scheduled meeting

August 10th    Brush it Off Paint & Sip Bar – Evening event at Brush it Off on Route 20 in Sturbridge

Board of Directors Meetings
Board of Directors meetings are open to all members. It is a good way to find out how to become more involved in  
the activities and decisions of Woman In Business, Inc. We meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month, except for July,  
at 7:30 am in Brenda Bianculli’s office in Charlton. Meetings are usually over by 8:45 am. If you would like to attend, 
please e-mail Karen Spiewak and she will put you on our agenda email list.



PREVIOUS MEETINGS/EVENTS

NEWS FOR MEMBERS

A New Event
Our gathering on August 10th will be a fun night event at Brush it Off Paint & Sip Bar on Route 20 in Sturbridge.   
Please go to www.brush-it-off.com and see how much fun this is going to be.  So many people I have spoken to have said 
how nervous but excited they were because they have never painted before.  Denise and Michele are there to guide you  
the whole way.  This event is open to you and anyone you want to bring as a guest.  Come and enjoy a night of painting, 
food and drink. 
When you are on their website go to the calendar for the month of August and click on WIB event.  You can register and 
pay online ~ simple as that.  Check out the album and see all the available pictures.  As a group we can only select one 
picture design.  Not sure who will make the final choice!  If we have a large group, some can paint on canvas while others 
may want to paint a wine bottle or wine glass.  
More information will be in the July/August newsletter.   If you have any questions, comments or suggestions call Carol 
Porra at 413-436-5343.

Woman In Business Scholarship: Carol Porra, Chairperson
High School graduation is right around the corner ~ Woman in Business received fifty-seven scholarship applications!   
Sue Tarasiak, Laurie Nelson and Carol Porra will read all of them and complete the difficult task of selecting the 2016 
recipients.  The winners will be invited to the June 8th annual meeting when we will present each of them with a check  
for $500.00, an award certificate and a tote box filled with “goodies.”
Woman In Business would like to thank you for all the generous donations made during the membership renewal process. 

Jill Motyka was our speaker at our March 8th luncheon meeting
She is the Senior Director of Admissions at Bay Path University and is also the Corresponding Secretary of Woman  
In Business.
Jill focused on the importance of including a cover letter with your resume.  The purpose of the cover letter is to introduce 
yourself and engage the reader wanting to read your resume!  She also noted some before and after interview tips.  And do 
not forget to send a handwritten “Thank you” note to the person who conducted the interview. 
The information Jill presented was suitable for young people looking for their first job as well as older people returning to 
the work force.  Great presentation, thank you Jill.

Our speaker for the April 13 meeting was Kathy Kirk, Director of Sales at Holiday Inn Express in Auburn, MA
Kathy shared sad stories about growing up being picked on, ridiculed and just having a difficult time in general.   
She developed very low self-esteem during her early childhood.  Kathy’s mother was a beautiful model, but Kathy  
did not see herself as even being “cute.”  Kathy says it took a very long time to discover that she is worthy.  By saying  
“I am worthy” over and over, she has overcome and can do whatever she chooses.  It was very evident today.   
Thank you for sharing, Kathy.

Do You Have a WIB Success Story to Share?
Have you or someone you know benefited from services provided by Woman in Business, Inc?
As part of our efforts to grow our membership, we are looking to find out about women who have been helped by Woman 
in Business, Inc. We want to hear about your success stories. These success stories are not limited to just our scholarship 
recipients. The WIB board is interested to hear stories or names of individuals who have experienced a positive outcome 
by being part of WIB, in general, or as a result of a WIB scholarship. Please send any of these names or stories to Becky 
Bruso via BeckyBruso@gmail.com or call me at 508-320-7832. The board is looking to publish any success stories our 
membership has had as a result of scholarships, networking, or other interactions with WIB.



MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT, KAREN SPIEWAK

Dear Members,
It’s (almost) here…
The First Annual WIB Business Expo scheduled for Wednesday, May 11th, 5 - 8 pm at the Oliver Wight Tavern,  
Old Sturbridge Village, 1 Old Sturbridge Village Road, Sturbridge, MA  01566.
The response from our membership and the business community at large has been tremendous!  We anticipate vendor space 
will sell-out as only five more tables were available as of April 11.   Sincere thanks to our event sponsors and vendors for their 
support.  As of April 11 our list includes: Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School; Bay Path University; Center 
of Hope Foundation; Brenda M. Bianculli, CPA; Chamber of Central Mass South; Christopher Heights of Webster; Empower-
ment-Hypnosis; Harrington HealthCare System; Heels Therapeutic Bodywork; Lettuce n Beans; Live A Flourishing Life; Old 
Sturbridge Village; Simple Indulgence Day Spa; The BizPal Company, LLC; Timeless Treasures Corner Sturbridge/Fiskdale 
Senior Center; Viridian Energy; Plexus Worldwide; Les Gardner Photography.
Event Sponsors:  Southbridge Savings Bank; *Your Hometown Shopper; *Webster First Federal Credit Union;  
*Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Sturbridge; *Spiewak Consultants.  *$500 Golden Circle Sponsorships.
In addition to information exhibits from local area businesses, the evening will feature:
• Silent auction to raise money for scholarships to benefit students graduating from local regional schools, featuring such items  
as autographed sports memorabilia, antiques, and baskets of cheer (bids close at 7:30pm)
• Antique appraisals by Peter Yvanovich.  Peter is the Founder of New England Inventory & Appraisal Services with over 
30-years experience, and holds an SPA designation-Senior Professional Appraiser, from the National Association of Professional 
Appraisers (NAPA) Boston, MA. Members of the community are welcome to bring in their treasures to find out what they are 
worth (Peter will not appraise coins, jewelry, stamps or firearms).  $10 per item/up to 3 items (all appraisals are oral)  5 - 8 pm
• Presentation by Rita Schiano, a well-known speaker and founder of Live a Flourishing Life, entitled, “Resilience: The Key to  
Retirement Well-Being,” sponsored by Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. of Sturbridge.  6 - 7 pm
• Free mini chair massages from Heels Therapeutic Bodywork to rejuvenate cramped muscles.  5 - 8 pm
• Demonstrations by the staff at the Old Sturbridge Village Tin Shop on how to create tin-ware with tools that were used during 
the 19th century.  5 - 8 pm
• Free sun damage screening with skin cancer education by Harrington HealthCare System.  5 - 8 pm
• Free appetizers, a cash bar, raffles and so much more!  
• Payment accepted at the event: credit cards and cash; no checks please
Admission is free!  However, make a charitable donation of $5 or more and be entered into a raffle to win $100 worth of 
scratch tickets.  You do not have to be present to win.  We anticipate 200 - 300 people will attend.  Reminder, WIB, Inc. is a 
501c(3) charitable organization.
If you are interested in participating in or sponsoring the WIB Expo, or would like to donate an item to the silent auction, send 
an email to spiewakconsultants@charter.net or call 508-450-2137.   The cost to rent a table is $75 for WIB Members and $100 
for Non-Members.  The email should list a contact person and exactly how your name should appear in print.  Checks should 
be made payable to Woman In Business Inc., and mailed to Woman In Business, Inc., Business Expo Committee, P.O. Box 483, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566.  
$500 Golden Circle Sponsorship Opportunity:  Sponsorships of any amount are welcome and will be recognized, however 
those donating $500 or more will be recognized at the event, in the WIB newsletter and press releases, and on the WIB website 
and Facebook page.  Golden Circle sponsors are welcome to send a representative to the event and to display promotional  
materials in the prominent Golden Sponsorship area. 
Thanks for your continued support.  Please help spread the word about this incredible event.   If anyone asks, here is a  
reminder of who we are and what we accomplish:
Woman In Business Inc., is a 501c(3) charitable organization governed by a volunteer board of directors, that supports women 
by fostering networking, sharing information and experiences, and providing educational opportunities. While our membership 
consists primarily of women in the workforce in the south central Massachusetts area, women (and men) are welcome to join our 
organization, regardless of their employment status, or residence.
We hold monthly luncheon programs attracting speakers from near and far.  We offer workshops, seminars and other learning 
opportunities at different times throughout the year.  We provide annual scholarships to students graduating from local high 
schools and to adult woman entering into Bay Path University’s One-Day-A-Week Saturday program.  
Warm Regards,
Karen Spiewak,
President, WIB



Woman In Business  
Business Expo 
May 11, 2016 

Expo 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Old Sturbridge Village – Oliver Wight Tavern 

 
 

Resilience: The Key to Retirement Well-being 
featuring Keynote Speaker Rita Schiano 

6:00 p.m.  
 

Sponsored by Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. – Sturbridge Office 
 
Having a satisfying and healthy retirement is a case study in resilience. 
When your days of working full time come to an end, much of what you 
have known ends, too. Your sense of self, your financial underpinnings, 
possibly your access to good health care, your social structure, your 
relationships with others, all will undergo changes.  
 
Join us as Resilience Strategist Rita Schiano offers an educating and 
entertaining exploration of the six basic life areas that make for retirement 
well-being. 
 
About Our Guest Speaker: 
Ask Rita Schiano what she does, and she’ll answer, “It depends on the day of the week.”  
 
On Monday through Friday, you may find her presenting resilience-based programs on managing 
stress or leadership development.  
 

Or you may find her giving a Keynote on Attitude, Managing Stress, Resilience, 
or The Healing Power of Forgiveness.  
 
Or she might be presenting a book discussion on one of her novels.     
 
Or she might be meeting with one of her coaching clients, helping  
them focus on their most important goals, interests, challenges, and needs.  
 
And if it is a Saturday, you’ll most likely find Rita at Bay Path University’s 

Central Mass Campus where she is an adjunct professor teaching  
• Philosophy 
• Stress Management,  
• Women Empowered As Learners and Leaders 

Yes, for this resilience strategist and coach, inspirational speaker, author, and professor, it truly does 
depend on the day of the week. 
 

 



NEWS FOR MEMBERS

Welcome New Member
Woman In Business would like to take this opportunity to welcome our most recent new member for the 2016/2017  
membership year.
Kimberly Harvey, Stylist, is the owner of Accounting for Style at 559 Leadmine Road in Sturbridge.  Image consulting, 
personal shopping, wardrobe consulting are all services she can do.  She can be reached at 508-864-3866 or by email at 
accountingforstyle@gmail.com.  The website is www.accountingforstyle.com.
Kimberly is a certified image consultant who works with women of all ages who want to identify their own style and put 
an end to the boredom of wearing the same things constantly. She works with her clients to discover their body type and 
teaches them how to recognize clothing that will flatter their specific body type. Kimberly offers several additional ser-
vices such as closet audits, wardrobe reviews, personal shopping and will also do home parties so you can have a fun night 
of fashion with family and friends. In addition, Kimberly is available for workshops and presentations on topics such as 
Looking Professional on Any Budget”, “A polished interview” or “Making the Most out of Your Wardrobe”.
Kimberly is a graduate of Quinsigamond Community College and the Fashion Stylist Institute. She served as treasurer 
for the New England chapter of the Association of Image Consultants International for 3 years, donates time to Dress for 
Success Worcester through presentations and suiting, and currently resides in Sturbridge.
As a corporate member your business can send any employee to the Woman in Business luncheons at the reduced 
rate of $20.00 per person.

Woman In Business, Inc. Board of Directors Announces Upcoming Elections & Committee Openings:
Are you a member interested in playing a more active role in our volunteer organization?  If so, we encourage you to  
consider a Board or Committee position.
At our June 8th Annual Meeting (and Scholarship Awards) Luncheon, we will be electing our Advisory Board for 
the next two years,  2016 - 2018.  Advisory Board members serve for two years with a maximum of two consecutive 
terms.

Committee Openings:
Publicity, membership, and programs need your help.  Scheduled meeting are determined by need and the members them-
selves.  For more information contact any board member.  Thank you!  Let’s keep Woman In Business moving forward!

Getting to know... Mary O’Coin – Executive Director – United Way of Southbridge, Sturbridge and Charlton
Mary was born in Worcester and attended the University of Connecticut. After college she moved 
south and worked in Washington, D.C. for nine years where she was the Director of Operations for 
the National League of POW/MIA Families. She moved back to Massachusetts in 1996, and was 
the executive assistant to the president at The MathWorks in Natick before taking a long break to 
raise her two children.
During those years she consistently volunteered for many local groups and organizations, such as 
the Sturbridge Cooperative Nursery School, Old Sturbridge Village (OSV), Burgess Elementary 
School, Tantasqua Education Foundation and the Tantasqua Music Association. Along the way she 
has been a Girl Scout leader, an Overseer for OSV, a member of the Harrington Hospital Auxiliary 
and planned galas and balls that supported both the American Cancer Society and OSV.
While working as a Community Engagement Specialist at Intel in Hudson on a six month contract position in 2015,  
she learned more about the United Way and the services that it provides. As the new Executive Director for United Way 
of Southbridge, Sturbridge and Charlton, she is looking forward to bringing all her experience to help the organization 
achieve its goals

Mary O’Coin  
Executive Director 

United Way of Southbridge, Sturbridge and Charlton 
 

Mary was born in Worcester and attended the University of Connecticut.  
After college she moved south and worked in Washington, D.C. for nine 
years where she was the Director of Operations for the National League of 
POW/MIA Families.  She moved back to Massachusetts in 1996, and was 
the executive assistant to the president at The MathWorks in Natick before 
taking a long break to raise her two children.   

During those years she consistently volunteered for many local groups and 
organizations, such as the Sturbridge Cooperative Nursery School, Old Sturbridge Village (OSV), 
Burgess Elementary School, Tantasqua Education Foundation and the Tantasqua Music 
Association.  Along the way she has been a Girl Scout leader, an Overseer for OSV, a member of 
the Harrington Hospital Auxiliary and planned galas and balls that supported both the American 
Cancer Society and OSV.   

While working as a Community Engagement Specialist at Intel in Hudson on a six month 
contract position in 2015, she learned more about the United Way and the services that it 
provides.   As the new Executive Director for United Way of Southbridge, Sturbridge and 
Charlton, she is looking forward to bringing all her experience to help the organization achieve 
its goals.  

 

 

 

 



P.O. Box 483
Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone: 508-764-1657
E-mail: info@wibsturbridge.org
Web: www.wibsturbridge.org

“Woman in Business is an organization that supports women by fostering networking, sharing information
and experiences and providing education opportunities”

Officers
 
Karen Spiewak, President
508-450-2137
spiewakconsultants@charter.net
 
Alycia Dzik, Vice President
508-671-5176
adzik@websterfirst.com
 
Brenda Bianculli, Treasurer
508-248-2727 
brenda@brendacpa.com
 
Sue Tarasiak, 
Recording Secretary
508-248-2727
sue@brendacpa.com
 
Jill Motyka,
Corresponding Secretary
800-495-7284
jmotyka@baypath.edu

 
Advisory Board

 
Holly Bonilla, Irene Garand,  
& Carol Porra

Like us on Facebook and Share and Comment Too!
We are building our presence on Facebook and adding  
information regularly. We post pictures from past meetings. 
Our goal is to build our social media presence. To do this, 
we need your help! When people comment and share on what is posted, Facebook
values these interactions and it helps us boost our popularity and reach.
Consider joining our Woman in Business group; we have great informative speakers,
time for networking and a wonderful buffet lunch.

Everyone likes to WIN!
Each month we have a 50/50 raffle as well as other prizes, from wine, candy, candles
and gift cards, to name a few. Each person who brings a raffle item to a lunch meeting
will receive one free raffle ticket.

Speaker Gift Bags: We need your help!
We need your help! If you have any promotional items from your business or workplace,
we can put a bag together or you can assemble your own gift items for our speakers.
Items do not have to be business related, chocolates (who doesn’t like chocolate?),  
gift cards, candles, etc. If each member of WIB was able to donate nine items, we would  
be in good shape for the coming year. Attaching your business card to the items will help
promote what you do. Please e-mail Carol Porra at Dryf@aol.com to arrange to pick up
your items or you may bring them to a meeting. Any offering will be greatly appreciated.


